This book is an impressive compilation of disease agents reported in wild Florida birds during the last 50 yr, with an emphasis on parasites. This book is exceptional in its detailed and complete database on several agents.
The book is organized by bird species rather than by disease agents and is divided into 24 chapters, such as those on loons and grebes, ducks, eagles, cranes, pigeons and doves, wild turkeys, and owls. Each chapter begins with an introduction that discusses the species of birds seen in Florida, their distribution, and their historic and present status.
In each chapter, the diseases are divided under categories such as trauma, predation, human disturbance, inclement weather, organochlorines, organophosphates, carbamates, metals, radionuclides, oiling, biotoxins, neoplasia and anomalies, viruses, bacteria, fungi, protozoans, helminths, arthropods, emaciation, and unresolved die-offs. The distribution in different counties, prevalence, and intensity of each disease agent are presented for each bird species. Public health concerns are also discussed, especially those relating to gulls, pigeons, and doves. A small table of contents is provided at the start of each chapter, which is very helpful for visualizing the organization of the chapter and permitting the reader quick access to a particular section of interest.
Numerous tables are dispersed throughout the chapters, covering such topics as causes of mortality, organochlorine residues in tissues, heavy metal (lead, mercury) levels in tissues, bacteria identified from postmortem examinations, protozoans, helminths, and ectoparasites. Data are well referenced. High-quality photographs and photomicrographs are used in this book to represent the clinical presentation and histologic appearance of specific disease agents. Tables, photographs, and drawings are well distributed throughout the text.
Each chapter concludes with the most important mortality factors for a particular bird species (or group) and a summary of the disease agents reported for the group. All chapters have been written by Drs. Forrester and Spalding and are all very detailed and homogenous throughout the book.
Parasites and Diseases of Wild Birds in Florida is not meant to be a clinical reference. The book does not describe clinical signs, pathogenicity, diagnoses, or treatment modalities of the different disease agents discussed. However, the reader is provided with references to papers covering these topics. From a clinical standpoint, every disease agent is described in such extensive detail that it can be difficult to differentiate which disease agents are significant health concerns and which are just subclinical conditions. Unfortunately, disease agents are often synergistic, and the relative importance of each factor is often unknown.
In Veterinary Nursing of Exotic Pets is, to my knowledge, the first book written about exotic animals that is specifically designed for veterinary nurses and technicians. The author states that he hopes the book will also serve as a reference tool for students and private practitioners. The book is divided into three sections: Avian Species, Reptiles and Amphibians, and Small Mammals. Each section contains six chapters, which cover basic anatomy and physiology, housing and husbandry, handling and restraint, nutrition, common diseases, and therapeutics specific to each taxa. There are scattered black and white drawings and photographs to help illustrate anatomy and medical conditions as well as six pages with color photographs in the center of the book.
The first six chapters make up the avian section. Chapter 1, ''Basic Avian Anatomy and Physiology,'' introduces the reader to several different types of birds including psittacines, passerines, anseriformes, rhamphastidae, strigiformes, and falconiformes. Normal and unique anatomic characteristics of birds are discussed in sufficient detail to serve as a technician and student's reference. Good descriptions of the skeletal structures in birds are included, but the reader would need to refer to other texts for any specific information regarding muscular anatomy because this level of detail is not included in the book. There are useful reviews of the avian respiratory, digestive, renal, reproductive, and cardiac anatomy. Avian hematology is introduced but not in sufficient detail for a technician to learn how to perform avian hematologic evaluations. Chapter 2, ''Avian Housing and Husbandry,'' covers caging and husbandry requirements for parrots, songbirds, raptors, columbiformes, and waterfowl. Chapter 3, ''Avian Handling and Chemical Restraint,'' discusses whether or not manual restraint is appropriate and safe based on a bird's presenting signs. There are good descriptions and pictures to demonstrate appropriate restraint of several different avian species. Sections on preanesthetic evaluation, and induction, maintenance, and monitoring of anesthesia in this chapter are also well written and useful. Chapter 4, ''Avian Nutrition,'' is somewhat more difficult to read and is written in greater detail than a veterinary technician would likely require. Reviews of many nutritional diseases resulting from dietary deficiencies or toxicities are included. Chapter 5, ''Common Avian Diseases,'' is organized by body system: skin and feather, digestive, respiratory, cardiovascular, hematologic, urinary, reproductive, and musculoskeletal disease. It includes useful reviews on frequently encountered maladies such as chlamydophilosis and crop burns. The last avian chapter, ''An Overview of Avian Therapeutics,'' discusses oral and parental administration of medication, calculation of fluid requirements, fluid administration, as well as catheter placement. Brief discussions on treating bumblefoot, placing air sac tubes, and performing sinus flushes are also included. I believe that the author could have included more illustrations to better demonstrate hands-on techniques that technicians are likely to perform, such as how to apply wing wraps or perform wing, nail, or beak trims.
Nevertheless, the avian section is a useful introduction to avian anatomy, physiology, and medicine for those entering this field.
The second section in the book serves as an introduction to reptile and amphibian medicine. Chapter 7, ''Basic Reptile and Amphibian Anatomy and Physiology,'' is divided into sections by species groups. The snake, lizard, and chelonia sections are well written and make excellent use of drawings and photographs to discuss the musculoskeletal, respiratory, digestive, urinary, cardiovascular, lymphatic, and reproductive systems. The crocodylia and amphibian section is covered in less detail than the other sections, with no photographs or illustrations to demonstrate anatomic traits. There is a very brief overview of reptilian hematology, which does not provide enough detail for technicians to learn how to perform hematologic evaluation in reptiles. Chapter 8, ''Reptile and Amphibian Housing, Husbandry, and Rearing,'' provides a short introduction to general cage, temperature, and humidity requirements and refers readers to species-specific books for more detail. Chapter 9, ''Reptile and Amphibian Handling and Restraint,'' is one of the book's most useful chapters, discussing tips for handling different species, and includes a good introduction to reptilian anesthesia. The short section covering amphibian anesthesia is not described in enough detail for practical application by a technician. Chapter 10, ''Reptile and Amphibian Nutrition,'' is better written than its avian counterpart, in that it flows better and discusses conditions that are likely to be seen in everyday exotic practice but includes almost no information specific to amphibian nutrition. Chapter 11, ''Common Reptile and Amphibian Diseases'' is divided into reptile skin, digestive, respiratory, cardiovascular, urinary, musculoskeletal, and neurologic diseases, which provides a good introduction to common illnesses. The amphibian section includes only very brief paragraphs on Red leg, mycobacteriosis, saprolegniasis, Lucke's renal tumor, lungworms, and Entamoeba. Chapter 12, ''An Overview of Reptile and Amphibian Therapeutics,'' reviews fluid therapy, routes of administration, and catheter placement. It also includes treatment charts for common disease conditions.
The third section, Small Mammals, contains the last six chapters of the book and introduces the reader to seeing small exotic mammals in practice. Chapter 13, ''Basic Small Mammal Anatomy and Physiology,'' is divided into subsections, including rabbit, rat and mouse, gerbil and hamster, guinea pig, chinchilla, degu and ferrets. It provides a brief introduction to each group. Chapter 14, ''Small Mammal Housing, Husbandry and Rearing,'' is again subdivided like the previous chapter and discusses breeds, cage requirements, social grouping, behavior, and fostering of young. Chapter 15, ''Small Mammal Handling and Chemical Restraint,'' covers physical restraint, aspects of chemical restraint (hypothermia, fasting, respiratory compromise), induction, maintenance and monitoring of anesthesia, recovery, and analgesia. Chapter 16, ''Small Mammal Nutrition,'' is similar to the the chapter in the avian section. It is more detailed than necessary for the general exotics technician but would serve as a good reference for students or practitioners. Chapter 17, ''Common Disease of Small Mammals,'' is subdivided by species and divided into skin, digestive, respiratory, cardiovascular, urinary, musculoskeletal, and neurologic diseases. It highlights most of the commonly encountered disorders in these species. Chapter 18, ''An Overview of Small Mammal Therapeutics,'' as in previous sections, covers fluid therapy and administration and contains charts of treatments for common diseases. The author makes a special point to discuss appropriate and contraindicated antibiotics for each species.
The book also contains two appendices. The first gives a brief overview of legislation affecting exotic animal species in the U.K., and the second gives contact information for several professional veterinary organizations involved with nontraditional species.
Although some chapters, such as the chapter on avian nutrition, seem too detailed in their discussion, other topics such as exotic animal radiology are not even included in the text. The book is well organized and generally easy to read, but more detailed discussions on how to perform exotic animal hematology and biochemical analysis would have been very useful for technicians. The book fulfills its goals because it will serve as a good initial source of information for veterinary technicians and students alike. Practitioners will surely find this reference useful for their staff, but it likely has limited use for the experienced exotics zoo or wildlife veterinarian. 
Diseases of Small Domestic
Rodents is a text on the care and diseases of common pet and laboratory rodents. It will benefit the reader most by its husbandry, care, and housing information, which is more complete than in most laboratory texts I have seen. Another helpful aspect of the book is the unusual species covered: there are chapters on chipmunks, degus, and jirds. It also contains information on the more commonly kept pet or laboratory rodents: rats, mice, chinchilla, and gerbils. One significant omission is that of the guinea pig, a common pet rodent that is frequently presented for veterinary care. Each of the species included has a section of the book, with chapters on husbandry, diseases by system, anesthesia, and treatment regimens. The text is written and published in Great Britain, so some of the drug treatments recommended are for medications unavailable in the United States. Overall, the treatment tables at the end of each species section list several antimicrobial and anthelmintic options for each species. The book is easy to read and comes across as a mix between a pet owner's ''how to care for manual'' and a veterinary text. Many of its citations are from such pet care manuals. The photographs used in the text are one of the weakest features. Often, the caption accompanying a photograph will describe a cutaneous lesion that is not immediately obvious (the occasional arrow would help). Including more technical diagnostic photographs, such as a cytology micrograph of the neoplasia mentioned or of parasites and their ova, would make the text more valuable. Overall, Disease of Small Domestic Rodents is a helpful book for the practitioner who is in need of good husbandry, care, and breeding information and general disease and treatment information for the pet rodents list- 
Pathology of Pet and Aviary
Birds is a comprehensive text dealing exclusively with exotic avian species. The three authors share a wealth of experience with diseases observed in numerous species.
The text is divided into 13 chapters based on organ systems, specifically cardiovascular, respiratory, gastrointestinal-pancreas, liver, urinary, reproductive, endocrine, lymphatic and hematopoetic, musculoskeletal, nervous, integument, special senses, and peritoneum-mesenteries. Each chapter discusses the normal structure of the subject matter and then takes a stepwise approach to disease entities affecting each organ. Congenital, infectious, and noninfectious diseases are discussed in each chapter. There are numerous, sharply defined black and white pictures to accompany the text. Each photomicrograph is correctly referenced in the text.
Every chapter provides an additional reading list. References are not cited in the text, and the reader must scan each reference for a topic mentioned in the chapter. Inclusion of color photographs would be a nice addition in future editions and would compliment the descriptions in the text. The authors have done a good job of providing many photographs while trying to keep the cost of the text within reason.
This book is a comprehensive discussion of the pathology of exotic avian species. The authors have been very thorough in depicting disease entities and explaining pathogenesis. Although the text is specifically written for veterinary pathologists, the information contained in the text would compliment any avian veterinary practitioner's library.-Wm. Kirk Suedmeyer, D.V.M., Dipl. A.C.Z.M., The Kansas City Zoo, 6700 Zoo Drive, Kansas City, Missouri 64132, USA.
